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SUBJECT: OPPOSITION T RADER CASIMIRO CASTRO NAMED DOMINICAN UN PERM 
REP 

1. PABLO RAF AFT, CASIMIRO CASTRO, LONG-TIME STALWART OF 
OPPOSITION PARTIDO REVOLUCIONARIO DOMINICANO CONSIDERED TO 
BE ONE OP THE MORE POPULAR FIGURES IN PRD, WAS SWORN IN 
EVENING OP JANUARY 13 BY PRESIDENT BALAGUER AS NEXT GODR 
AMBASSADOR TO UN. 

2. CASIMIRO, WHO HAS NO PREVIOUS DIPLOMATIC EXPERIENCE, 

ANNOUNCED VIA NATIONWIDE RADIO-TV HOOKUP EARLIER THAT DAY 
THAT HE WAS DECLINING PRD'S OPPER OP REINTEGRATION INTO 
PRD'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE TO ACCEPT BALAGUER'S PROPOSAL THAT 
HE TAKE THE UN JOB. 

3. CASIMIRO'S ACCEPTANCE OP HIGH GOVERNMENT POST ENDS 
PERIOD OP INCREASINGLY SHARP DIPFERENCES BETWEEN HIM AND PRD 
LEADERSHIP, ALTER IT WAS REALIGNED AT PARTY CONVENTION LAST 
NOVEMBER. IT ALSO MARKS ANOTHER GOVERNMENT SUCCESS 

IN ITS TACTIC OF MAKING OFF WITH OPPOSITION'S TOP TALENT 
BY WAY OF SEDUCTIVE DEFERS OF CHOICE JOBS AND OTHER 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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ALLUREMENTS. 

4. DETAILS FOLLOW BY AIRGRAM. 

5. COMMENT: SHOCK OF CASIMIRO'S EFFECTIVE DEPARTURE 
PROM THE RANKS OP THE PRD, IN WHOSE SERVICE HE WAS BADLY 
MUTILATED AND CRIPPLED BY A PHOSPHOROUS GRENADE ATTACK 
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DURING 1966 ELECTION CAMPAIGN, WAS REDUCED BY A SHOE- 
DROPPING ACT HE ENGAGED IN FOR PAST TWO WEEKS WHILE HE 
NEGOTIATED BEST DEAL HE COULD WITH GOVERNMENT. STILL, IT 
WILL HURT PRD SINCE CASIMIRO, AETER SEC. GEN. PENA GOMEZ, 

IS CONSIDERED TO BE STRONGER AMONG THE MASSES THAN ALMOST 
ANY OTHER PARTY LEADER. FOR BALAGUER AND KEY MEN AROUND 
HIM WHO EEEECTED CASIMORO'S SEDUCTION, IT IS AN IMPORTANT 
COUP IN THEIR CONTINUING EEFORT TO ERAGMENT AN ALREADY 
DIVIDED OPPOSTION. 

AXELROD 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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